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ABSTRACT 

 Continuing the understandings that were initiated over the last years of military regimes related to 
Argentina and Brazil nuclear programs, presidents Alfonsin and Sarney signed in November 1990 the Joint 
Declaration on Nuclear Policy. On July 18, 1991 they signed the Bilateral Agreement for Exclusively 
Peaceful Use of Nuclear Energy. The treaty created the Brazilian-Argentine Agency for Accounting and 
Control of Nuclear Materials (ABACC), with international legal personality and composed of experts from 
both countries, headquartered in Rio de Janeiro, to administer the Common System for Accounting and 
Control of Nuclear Material that aimed to monitor the full cycle of nuclear activities in both countries. 
Subsequently, on December 13, 1991, in Vienna, headquarters of the International Atomic Energy Agency 
(IAEA), was signed the Quadripartite agreement between Brazil, Argentina, ABACC and the IAEA, 
constituting a sui generis system of safeguards. This paper presents how was established the ABACC, the 
mechanisms of accounting and control created, the relation established between the Agency and the IAEA 
under the terms of the Quadripartite Agreement, and the contribution of this bilateral safeguards system to 
global processes on nonproliferation. 
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INTRODUCTION 

 The creation of Brazilian-Argentine Agency for Accounting and Control of Nuclear 

Materials (ABACC) in 1991, to administer the Common System for Accounting and Control of 

Nuclear Material (CSAC), and the Quadripartite Agreement between Brazil, Argentina, ABACC 

and the IAEA, constituting a special system of safeguards, are important examples of regional 

contribution to global processes on nonproliferation. Moreover, the bilateral understandings between 

Brazil and Argentina played an important role in the region, causing a spillover effect and 

practically leading the conformation of an area free of mass destruction weapons or, as the 

Declaration of Ushuaia termed, a zone of peace. 
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